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Passion and energy are our strengths

C H A I R M A N ’ S  R E P O R T  2 0 2 0

Trust chair Richard Astle in his report for 2020 outlines how the organisation 
rose to the challenges brought about by the Covid pandemic.

Covid-19, of course, dominated 
Langdyke’s year, affecting us all and 
bringing anxiety and sadness to many 
of our members. Our work parties 
and all outdoor events were cancelled 
in early March and social distancing 
restrictions disrupted our conservation 
work throughout the year.  

Nevertheless, 2020 proved in many 
ways a successful year for the Trust, 
demonstrating the continued passion 
and energy of our volunteers and our 
resilience as a charity as we adapted 
quickly to the unprecedented crisis 
and transformed the way we interact 
with our members.  

Our People and Communities Team 
rose to the challenge of lockdown and 
quickly organised and delivered a 
busy programme of on-line talks, 
conversations and activities, providing 
many of our members with an 
important form of social interaction 
during a time of enforced isolation.  

During the first lockdown, we hosted 
fortnightly online conversations with 
leading national and local naturalists, 
artists and environmentalists. It says 
much for our reputation that we 
could attract speakers of the calibre 
of Harriet Mead, Carry Akroyd,  
Brian Eversham and Frances Pryor. 

In addition, we also hosted an informal 
weekly drop-in chat on Zoom which 
was well attended and, 
judging by the feedback, 
greatly valued.  

The team also ran a busy 
Facebook programme, 
helping people to enjoy 
the nature in their gardens 
and what they could find 
on their daily exercise.   

A particular success was our “Three 
good things Thursday” campaign, 
asking members of our Facebook 
group to post three things from nature 
they had noticed every Thursday. We 

also ran online bird and flower 
identification sessions and even 
helped out with moth identification!  

Membership of our Facebook group 
doubled over the year. 

Our work to help nature recover 
across the wider area of the John 
Clare Countryside also continued 
despite lockdown.  

We used Zoom 
during the first 
lockdown to bring 
together 
representatives of all 
the parish councils in 
the area and 
launched a campaign 
to develop nature 
recovery plans in each 

parish. We also persuaded 
Peterborough City Council to endorse 
the John Clare Countryside vision 
unanimously at a meeting of the Full 
Council in July 2020.   

work as  
volunteers 

50
people

Murmuration, Etton Maxey, Sarah Lambert
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We have continued to widen 
membership of the partnership and 
have developed important new 
relationships with the Welland Rivers 
Trust, Internal Drainage Board and 
Burghley Estates. 

During the summer and early autumn, 
we were able to resume conservation 
work and took the opportunity to 
refresh the management plans for our 
reserves and to put in place a new 
framework for working with 
contractors to deliver the major tasks 
on each reserve.   

The richness of our reserves was 
amply reflected in the appearance of 
a new colony of the very scarce Man 
orchid and of several new 
invertebrate species at Swaddywell 
Pit, including a wonderful Clifden 
Nonpareil moth in September.   

Vergette Wood Meadow too 
produced new sightings of key 
species such as four-spotted moth 
and marbled white butterfly.  

While we were unable to achieve all of 
our conservation objectives during the 
year, we succeeded in our 
membership recruitment objectives. 
As set out above, we also continued 
to take forward our objectives for the 
John Clare Countryside, putting in 
place delivery plans for 2021. 

All our activities are devised, 
organised and delivered by volunteers!   

The number of Langdyke members 
actively involved in the operation of the 
Trust has increased significantly over 
the year. When restrictions allowed, we 
had more members than ever 
attending the two weekly work parties 
and also new volunteers to help with 
events, publicity and other activities 
designed to engage our members.   

Many of the online activities described 
above were ideas of new members 
and there has been a welcome influx 
of younger members and families 
over this period. Overall, we have 
over 50 active volunteers in the Trust, 
a very high proportion of our 190 
household memberships. 

Of particular note was the work of 
students from Stamford Endowed 
Schools, more than 100 of whom 
took part in a week of conservation 
days on our Etton Maxey Pits reserve 
as part of their Duke of Edinburgh 
programme. A great deal of willow 
was cut down and crassula 
removed, and from the feedback,  
it seems a lot of fun was had too. 

As ever, the Trust simply wouldn’t 
function without the dedication of  
its Trustees.  

Despite being unable to even meet up 
for many months of 2020, the Trust 
board has continued to lead 
Langdyke forward. At the end of the 
year, it reviewed our strategy, meeting 
up for socially distanced walks on our 
reserves with a number of other 
members and partners to discuss 
what we want to achieve in the next 
five years.  

As a result of those conversations, we 
have an ambitious plan for the future. 
Over the next five years we want to 

l Double our membership building 
on our inclusive, social and family 
based approach 

l Enhance our existing reserves and 
their contribution to the wider 
landscape 

l Significantly increase the area of 
land we manage for nature 

l Drive forward the John Clare 
Countryside project 

l Engage and inspire our members 
through nature, the poetry of John 
Clare, art and photography.  

Personally, I think this is a 
tremendously exciting ambition  
– one that could help transform the 
countryside around us – for the 
benefit of local people, for those who 
visit and those who make a living here 
and of course for nature! 

My personal thanks to all our Trustees 
and to all our volunteers and of course 
to you, our members. 

Richard Astle 
Chair, Langdyke Countryside Trust 

 

Four Spotted moth, Kathryn Parsons
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We salute the Langdyke teams

V O L U N T E E R S

Langdyke is nothing without  
its volunteers. 

They are the people who make the 
Trust tick - carrying out a wide variety 
of duties and doing vital jobs. 

They range from the folk organising 
the events, sorting out the volunteer 
jobs, keeping the finances straight 
and encouraging people to become 
members. And we mustn’t forget the 
teams that turn out in all weathers to 
do work on our reserves - mending 
fences, checking sheep, chopping 
down willow and generally helping 
nature along. 

As the Trust expands so does the 
need for more help. There are more 
than 50 people carrying out volunteer 
roles of one sort or another. 

Eastern work party coordinator  
Keren Thomson said: “We are an 
organisation which relies totally on 
our volunteers and we are very 
grateful for the hard work they do. 
We always need more help whether 
it is an admin job someone can do 
from home or turning out to help at 
one of our work parties. 

“So if you are able to spare a few 
hours a week, a month or whatever, 
we’d like to hear from you.” 

Pledges of help can be made  
by emailing 
volunteer@langdyke.org.uk 

Last year we carried out a wide range 
of work on our reserves - and also in 
the communities which we support.

Volunteers cleared scrubland owned 
by the Burghley Estate, there were 
one-off work parties doing specific 
projects at Castor Hanglands and 
Barnack Hills and Holes and we 
even got the fire brigade involved - 
helping to fill a pond created by 
volunteers at Castor Copse. 

The Covid pandemic meant that 
students from Stamford Endowed 
Schools needed an activity to form 
part of their revised Silver and Gold 
Duke of Edinburgh award work. And 
Langdyke came to the rescue… 

Around 80 students were 
supervised by a team of Langdyke 
volunteers working on the Etton 
Maxey Reserve carrying out a wide 
variety of tasks including willow 
bashing and crassula removal.

It has been another busy year for Langdyke’s volunteers as David Rowell explains . . .
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Nature thrives across our reserves

 

Was there ever a wetter time across 
Langdyke land that the early 
months of 2020? (possibly 2021 but 
that’s another year!)   

I think it is best summed up by its 
impacts – Swaddywell had more 
water in it than ever before; Castor 
Hanglands was virtually impassable; 
and the paths in Royce Wood 
weren’t muddy – they were under 
water. But it was also very mild – 
hardly a frost to report.  

A red necked grebe stayed on 
Grebe Pit through December and 
there was a maximum count of 12 
goosander on the pits on January 
13 by Nathan Stimpson. Unusually 
there was also a group of five 
goldeneye on the pits in December 
too, including one at Etton Maxey 
Pits Nature Reserve (EMP).  

Smew are often found at Bainton 
Pits in the winter, usually frequenting 
the L-shaped pit, but this year there 
were three (two males) on the main 
pit in mid-February (Bob Titman). 

Other birds of note included a short-
eared owl near Grebe pit on January 
26 (Nathan Stimpson), three 
stonechat along the South Drain, a 
roost of up to 50 red kites at Belsize 
Wood and two sightings of tree 
sparrow – two in my Helpston 
garden on December 27 and five in 
Martin Browne’s Cowbit garden on 
January 25. There were at least 23 
singing robins in Helpston on the 
morning of January 13.  

There were plenty of sightings of 
barn owl too, not least at Torpel 
Field. Barn owls can’t fly in the rain, 
so seeing them out during the day 
suggests they are having to find 
every damp-free minute of the day 
to hunt – not always a good sign. 

There were also a few reports of 
mammals throughout the period. 
Badger footprints were detected at 
EMP in December and there was 
clear otter damage to fish at EMP 
and along the Cut too! A bat was 
seen flying over John Parsonage’s 
garden in Deeping St James on 
January 20.  

The work party at Marholm Field 
Bank on February 3 found several 
kinds of moss, including two, Striated 
Feather-moss and Tamarisk Feather-
moss, which are more usually found 
in ancient woodlands around 
Peterborough (Sarah Lambert). And 
Kathryn Parsons found some pixie 
cup at Swaddywell on January 20. 

Despite the weather there were 
reports of insects – plenty of 
chrysalises of the brown tailed moth 
along the hedge line between 
Helpston and Etton and a white-
tailed bumble bee on the wing on 
January 30 in Bretton.

JANUARY – MARCH

Richard Astle’s guided tour of the seasons.

Black Hairstreak, Matt Webb



 

Roe deer were regularly reported in 
2019 on the farmland south of the 
South Drain. During the summer of 
2020 one individual took up 
residence on the reserve at Etton 
Maxey Pits.   

Bainton Heath still had its herd of 
fallow deer – some estimates put it 
at nearly 100 – sadly their intensive 
browsing has changed this site 
dramatically, removing the habitat 
that once made it so attractive to 
turtle dove and nightingale and  
other warblers. 

Many people reported hedgehogs 
over June and July, with some 
wonderful video footage showing 
several feeding in Sue Welch’s 
Marholm garden.   

There were plenty of hares reported 
too, with at last nine individuals seen 
along Maxham’s Green Lane on April 
18 and one seen swimming across a 
five-meter-wide ditch within the 
Tarmac gravel pits near Etton in June.  
There was a stoat on the Drain in 
April, hunting beside Vergette 
Meadow and once again a family of 
otters took up residence along the 
Cut, with three seen there on one 
evening in May and several sightings 
in July. There was also a family 
regularly reported on the Welland. 

Steve and Liz Lonsdale found further 
signs of water vole activity at Etton 
Maxey Pits in early July. They 
deliberately floated a plank of wood 
out into one of the ditches, which 
soon attracted plenty of vole 
droppings – a tried and test technique 
it seems for tracing water voles. 

Antony Mould of the Cambridgeshire 
Bat Group led two trips to Bainton 
Pits and one to the Maxey Cut in June 
and July, locating both Common and 
Soprano pipistrelles, with noctule and 
Leisler’s overhead and several 

Daubenton’s bat feeding over the 
main pit. 

It was a reasonable spring for 
butterflies too.  

Grizzled skipper were present at 
Swaddywell, Ben Jonson Pit and 
Bainton Heath in May, with a 
maximum of seven 
individuals at Swaddywell 
on May 20. Green 
hairstreak were found at 
Hills and Holes (May 9), 
Swaddywell and at Ben 
Jonson Pit (May 20).   

The black hairstreak, one 
of the area’s specialties, 
was out in early June in 
good numbers at Castor 
Hanglands and a completely new 
colony of this nationally rare butterfly 
was found in John Clare Countryside 
by Matt Webb. Astonishingly one 
turned up in Hugh Wright’s Helpston 
garden too. 

Good numbers of silver-washed fritillary 
were out in the Hanglands in mid-June, 
along with white admirals there and in 

Royce Wood, Helpston and, more 
surprisingly, in Ivan Cumberpatch’s 
greenhouse (also in Helpston).   

Marbled white butterflies were on 
the wing in June at Hills and Holes 
as usual, but they were also present 
at the Hanglands, Swaddywell and, 

for the first time, at 
Vergette Wood 
Meadow. A purple 
hairstreak turned up 
in my Helpston 
garden on July 4 
and there were 
twelve buzzing 
around one oak tree 
at the Hanglands on 
July 12.  

Sightings of the 
magnificent purple emperor 
continue to increase. At least ten 
were seen on the east side of the 
Hanglands alone in late June, with 
the first on June 25. This used to be 
a butterfly associated with high 
summer – emerging from early July 
onwards. There are almost certainly 
emperors in most of the local 

APRIL – JULY
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Pixie Cup lichen, Kathryn Parsons
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woods now, they just need finding! 

And what about moths? There was 
a national upsurge in the number of 
people trapping moths in their 
gardens during lockdown – leading 
to a shortage of traps.  

And many of the Langdyke team 
(literally) got the bug and we were 
soon getting impressive reports of 
hawkmoths and other delights from 
across our area. There were an 
impressive 15 elephant hawk moths 
in my trap on June 13. And both 
Chris Topper and I were able to use 
pheromone lures to attract red belted 
clearwing to his garden in June.  

Moth trapping trips to Bainton 
Heath on June 13 revealed 72 
species, including two of the 
impressive eyed hawkmoth. A visit 
to Castor Hanglands on June 26 
found nearly 100 species. And a 
night at Swaddywell in 
May revealed over 100 
of the nationally scarce 
concolorous moth, 
making this one of its 
major national 
strongholds. A Dingy 
White Plume trapped at 
Swaddywell in June is a 
first county record for 
Northamptonshire. 

A (day-flying) four spotted moth was 
found at Vergette High Meadow 
again by Kathryn Parsons on June 
3 and at Torpel on July 18 (a first 
record for this species there). 
Another day flying moth, Mother 
Shipton, was reported in many new 
locations in May too, including 

several gardens. 

Glow worms (which are, of course, 
actually beetles) appeared again on 
the Maxey Cut in early July, but while 
in previous years, there have been no 
more than 30 or so along its banks, 
this year at least 290 were counted, 
along the Helpston-Maxey Road and 
along the South Drain. A Langdyke 
team that went out to count them 
were also treated to wonderful views 
of comet Neowise! 

A second colony of man orchids was 
found at Swaddywell in May, making 
this one of the prime sites in the 
country for this very rare flower. And 
Julie Stanton found a twayblade 
(another orchid) in the pit in June, the 
second record for the reserve.  

The Blacklands meadow was full of 
flowers in mid-summer, with fine 
displays of the rare crested cow-
wheat, as well as wild basil, marjoram, 
valerian, wild liquorice and various 
vetches. Interesting plant records from 
other sites in John Clare Countryside 
included a colony of Early Purple 
orchid on the edge of Hayes Wood, 
the first record for the site since 
1955; Marsh Valerian and Marsh 
Arrowgrass in the Pond Leg at 

Castor Hanglands and Mountain 
Everlasting and Frog Orchid at 
Barnack. 

It seems to have been another 
exceptional year for the 
Pasqueflower at Barnack Hills and 
Holes, with large numbers and 

plants appearing in new patches 
across the site. Conversely, not so 
good for Man Orchid, which shows 
the challenge of managing a site for 
two rare species that favour 
different habitat conditions!  

Scarce chaser (a type of dragonfly 
that was previously rare in this area 
but seems to be increasing its 
range with climate change) was 
found on the Ailsworth Road 
meadow in June. They are now very 
common along the whole of our 
section of the River Nene. 

There was a very noticeable 
increase in the numbers of cuckoo 
heard and seen across the area 
throughout April and May. Birds 
were reported from across the 
villages, as well as on most of our 
reserves. This seems to have been 
a genuine increase, not just a 
reflection of more people with more 
time on their hands to see and hear 
nature nearby. For instance, I saw 
cuckoo from my garden on three 
occasions, the first in nearly ten 
years and Derek Langslow reports 
five from the Hanglands. 

Operation Turtle Dove was back in 
progress again, after its success 

last year, with the 
Langdyke team putting out 
supplementary seed for 
them at the Etton Maxey 
Pits reserve and many 
sightings of this declining 
bird across the pits 
between Helpston, Etton 
and Maxey.   

Other birding highlights of 
the period include at least 

three pairs of nesting raven, spotted 
flycatchers in Glinton and at the 
Hanglands and Southey, Royce and 
Steeping Woods (the last two for the 
first time in recent years). 
Nightingales were back at the 
Hanglands in good numbers too, 
with 35 males singing, although 

one night at 
Swaddywell

100
moth
concolorous

Clifden Ninpateil, Josh Jones 

December moth, Richard Astle
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chances to hear them were curtailed 
by lockdown.   

Lapwings successfully bred at Etton 
Maxey Pits, although only three 
pairs, and this year there were no 
redshank on the reserve. There were 
good numbers of little ringed plover 
on the gravel pits, with up to eight 
seen at one point.   

The mandarin duck is an exotic 
addition to the nation’s wildlife – 
introduced into the country from 
China. The last sightings in this area 
were several years ago, but this year 
Chris Topper saw two at 
Swaddywell in April and Bob and 
Sue Titman found a female at 
Bainton Pits in July. Chris Kirby-
Lambert saw a female and at least 
two ducklings at Castor Hanglands 
on June 9. 

And let’s not forget the white-tailed 
eagle, or very probably the two 
white tailed eagles, that journeyed 
across John Clare Countryside in 
May. Chris Lines saw one flying over 
Maxey and on April 17 another bird 
roosted at Castor Hanglands on its 
long journey around England from 
its home on the Isle of Wight, where 
this huge bird is being reintroduced. 

Steve Zealand found the stunning 
Jersey Tiger moth at Lolham 
Bridges in August. Chris Gardiner 
had a humming bird hawk moth in 
his garden on September 20. 

But, with apologies for self-
indulgence, I have to mention my 
own finds from my Helpston garden.  
In total in 2020, I found 225 species 
of moth in the garden, with the 
undoubted highlight being the Dark 
Crimson Underwing (the first in the 
county since at least 1905) which 
turned up in August and then within 
a week, the Clifden Nonpareil 
appeared – not quite so rare, but 
perhaps even more striking! There 
was one at Swaddywell too, later in 
the month.

 

September and October are the 
height of the mushroom season. 
Perhaps the pick of the bunch is the 
wonderful wrinkled peach, found by 
Sarah Lambert in Rice Wood in late 
October. This mushroom can be 
found on rotting elm trees and 
appears to bleed (you can see this in 
the picture).  

The bat boxes at Southey Woods got 
their annual check up in October. 
Local bat expert, Antony Mould found 
twenty soprano pipistrelle bats and 
one Leisler’s bat making their homes in 
the boxes, including nine in one box! 

Noteworthy birds include the flock of 
crossbills at Southey woods (up to 
thirty in July and up to twenty in 
October), a great egret on the Cut in 
September and two redstarts and a 
single pied flycatcher at Vergette 
Wood Meadow.  

We should, of course, also take our 
hats off to the bearded vulture that 
graced the ploughed fields of Crowland 
and Thorney in October, many 
Langdyke members enjoyed wonderful 
views of this awesome raptor! 

Interesting insects are always around 
us, but not always noticed, so Judy 
Staines’ sighting of a springtail being 
chased by a snout mite from her 
Glinton garden is a great reminder of 
how much there is discover in our 
natural world.  

Duncan Kirkwood discovered a 
colony of ground nesting ivy mining 
bees at Swaddywell in September.  
His photo of a beautiful Ramshorn 
snail was another reminder of just how 
rich in nature this reserve is! 

Bob Titman found a harvest mouse 
nest at Swaddywell in early October, 
the second record for the reserve.  
Finally, we had a new dragonfly arrive 
in our area over the late summer – the 
willow emerald has been steadily 
expanding its range across the 
country, following its general arrival 
(other than two earlier sightings of 
individuals) in Britain in 2009.  Several 
were seen at the brick pit, south of 
Swaddywell in September and others 
were reported at Etton Maxey Pits too. 

SEPTEMBER – OCTOBER

Ramshorn snail, Duncan Kirkwood

Wrinkled Peach, Sarah Lambert
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It’s not often we report on mosses 
and ferns, but Sarah Lambert found 
some wonderful examples on the 
Bainton Buttercross, including hart’s 
tongue fern and black spleenwort. 
Moths too are not completely 
forgotten at this time of year – a few 
members continued to put their 
moth traps on into December. Even 
in the winter, moths such as mottled 
umber and, as you would expect, 
course the beautiful December 
moth are still to be found.   

There is no doubt about the 
highlight of the bird-world during 
November and December, with 
many of us enjoying wonderful 
views of the huge starling 
murmurations over the Etton Maxey 
Pits complex. Peaking at around 
50,000 birds, the birds created vast 
clouds across the landscape, 
attracting large crowds to the banks 
of the Cut every evening to watch! 

As ever, winter brings an influx of 
ducks into the area – particularly 
pochard, teal and wigeon which can 
all be seen and heard on the pits 
between the Maxey Cut and South 
Drain. There was also a small flock of 
shoveler on the reserve and many 
members reported seeing goosander 
on what is known as Silt Pit.   

Birds of prey were much in 
evidence across the countryside.  
Merlin, the smallest of our falcons, 
and a rare, but regular winter visitor 
about the size of a thrush, were 
reported from Helpston and from 
near Maxey, while the largest falcon, 
the peregrine was seen several 
times along the Cut. One large 
female was seen washing itself from 
one of the islands in Martin Pit in 
early January. Marsh and hen 
harriers were reported in the area 
during December, too. 

Other birds of interest were lesser 
redpoll, which seemed commoner 
than in recent years with flocks at 

Bainton Pits, Swaddywell, along the 
Cut and in Helpston and Ufford 
gardens!   

Several woodcock were seen in the 
local woods – a dumpy bird with 
gorgeous mottled plumage and a 
long bill, which visits us in winter, 
poking around on the woodland 
floor for food. There used to be a 
strong breeding population too, 
particularly at the Hanglands, but 
this has disappeared completely. 

OCTOBER – DECEMBER

Glowworms, Kathryn Parsons

Crested cow wheat
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Key species continue to flourish
As usual it has been a busy year on our reserves as leaders  
David Cowcill and Chris Topper report. 

Despite its human toll the Covid 
drama of 2020/21 has little impacted 
the on-the-ground reality of the 
Langdyke Reserves.  

However there has been a deeper 
and greater popular engagement of 
visitors, more volunteers for work-
parties when not in lockdown, and 
certainly more recording on the 
website and the LCT Facebook 
channel of the sights, sounds and 
events on the reserves. 

Thank you to all you recorders  
and posters. 

Eastern Reserves   

Etton-Maxey Pit 

Coming into 2020, the condition of 
the meadows was rather poor due to 
inoperation of the water pump over 
summer 2019, a wet September, and 
the consequent late and messy flailing 
off of the coarse vegetation.  

With the whole site subject to 
management and condition 
prescriptions from the DEFRA Higher 
Level Stewardship scheme (which 
generates the bulk of LCT’s annual 
operating income - provided the 
prescriptions are met!) it was good to 
see the recovery in summer 2020 and 
at least an average roll call of birds, 
mammals, plants and insects.  

Indeed it is an objective to keep the 
meadow floor rather wetter and 
ground management will adapt 
accordingly.  

Having stripped the soil from the 
northern bund for top fill of an old silt 
lagoon Tarmac missed the window to 
reseed, so the northern paddock was 
truly “rewilded” for the year -  with the 
sheep seeming to appreciate some of 
the coarser vegetation as an 
alternative to their normal grass diet. 

LCT stewardship of its reserves has 
an implied goal of “doing better for 
nature than the alternatives” - in this 
case willow carr and open water, or 
possibly arable-farmed fields.  

One payback for all the volunteer 
effort comes in the form of what new 
species make their homes with us as 
our conservation progresses.  

A recent theme seems to have been 
mammals of all sizes. As well as the 
long established brown hares, 2020 
has added badgers (their set is 
adjacent on the Maxey Road, their 
foraging and latrines are in the reserve 
- mixed news for ground nesting 
birds); a resident roe deer who “hides” 
amongst the sheep (named Ronnie, 
thank you Steve Lonsdale); water vole 
have been confirmed across most of 
the ditches in the N Meadow area - a 
great result as they are seriously under 
threat in the UK with losses put at 
over 90 per cen;; and finally after a 
distant sighting of an otter and kits in 
2019, and several fish carcass signs, 
a young female (?) was spotted being 
charming and playful by one of the old 
tern rafts, and able to be captured in a 
90 second video by Kathryn Parsons 
- proof enough!  

These novelties may be inter-related, 
as mink are a main predator of 
water voles, yet otters scare off mink 
which have not been sighted at the 
reserve for some time - so 
potentially more voles? 

Another notable incomer was the 
Four-Spotted Moth - a nationally 
scarce (red-listed) species, dependent 
on the food plant Field Bindweed, 
itself dependent on warm yet poor 
open soils as found on the south 
paddock and the edge of South Drain 
in Vergette Wood Meadow. Although 

nationally scarce there are several 
colonies in calcareous regions, and 
there is local interest as one such 
colony has been affected by the 
railway works in Werrington. Have 
they migrated to Etton/Maxey - or just 
expanded their local population?  

A positive Covid outcome and 
another rare and hopeful sight was 
the arrival (spaced over three weeks) 
of around 100 students from 
Stamford Endowed Schools as part 
of their Duke of Edinburghs’s Award 
programme. The “expedition” 
element had to be re-jigged for Covid 
compliance, and LCT were able to 
deliver a safe yet suitably energetic 
set of activities.  

After walking in from some 
distance, the students 
enthusiastically applied themselves 
to removal of the emergent willow 
and birch coppice in the SW corner, 
crassula clearance and also scrub 
clearance in North Wood.  

New skills with Tree-poppers, loppers 
and hand saws were learnt, but more 
importantly the students appreciated 
the hands-on time with nature, and 
through ongoing SES staff contact it is 

Pond work, Swaddywell, Sue Welch
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A R O U N D  T H E  R E S E R V E S

hoped that they may “adopt” the 
reserve as an academic and 
experiential resource. 

The crassula growth rate at Maxey 
this year was stable rather then 
overwhelming. We chose not to 
participate in early trials of an 
(imported) anti-crassula mite, instead 
opting for a physical co-existence and 
mitigation strategy akin to turf cutting - 
Richard (Vermuyden) Astle designed 
the maze of ditches and an 
interestingly novel kingfisher nest-
bank feature with the rolled-up “turf”.  

By far the most popular and 
spectacular sights of the year were 
the starling murmurations of tens of 
thousands of birds in October and 
early November - aided by mostly 
clear skies. Popular vantage points 
were Woodgate Lane, Maxey Cut 
north bank, the reserve carpark and 
roadway, especially after the roost 
migrated from the area behind the 
carp lakes to the reeds on the reserve 
itself (thankfully not trimmed this year!).  

The action came in three parts. Firstly 
the arrivals flying in, sometimes in 
small groups, often as mini-flocks 
already, and it seemed to me mainly 
from the North or West, joining the 
existing throng seamlessly; then the 
main performance of wheeling and 

swooping in such remarkable patterns 
of flight, with so many birds so close 
that the swoosh of wingbeats was 
clearly audible; then the drop - 
suddenly large numbers dropping into 
the reeds, clinging to the stems and 
chattering away loudly until at an 
unseen signal all was quiet.  

Some people were even known to 
see a fourth act - the “flyout” in the 
morning. Given the rules of nature, 
the keen-eyed also saw the 
occasional peregrine falcon or hobby 
cruising the area hoping to grab an 
easy meal. A rather ironical 
differentiation existed between the 
crowded and freewheeling sky and 
the Covid-compliant contact 
avoidance amongst the throng of 
onlookers below! 

Finally LCT action for Operation Turtle 
Dove was a local and regional 
success for the second year. The goal 
of the RSPB-led project is to arrest 
the decline of Turtle Dove numbers in 
the UK (94 per ent loss since 1995) by 
creating suitable habitat and 
supporting local breeding activity by 
supplementary feeding.  

There must be at least two breeding 
pairs in the area to result in a possible 
maximum of 12 birds in 2019, and at 
least 10 in 2020 - all finding the 

supplementary feed at the Maxey Pit 
car park, perching nicely for patient 
photographers, and staying around 
until well into September.  

These were the biggest single-site 
numbers in the Eastern Region, which 
brings with it a responsibility to 
persevere, to find and understand the 
nesting locations and numbers, and 
try to widen the population, not just 
feed a stable number. Three birds 
were caught and tagged in two 
ringing sessions by a licensed expert, 
so Etton-Maxey is “on the map” for 
data capture leading to better 
knowledge of the species and its 
movements. 

Vergette Wood Meadow 

The reserve divides into three zones - 
the  (very) wet woodland, the 
grassland meadow and the hedgerow 
with wild flower strip beside the South 
Drain - each making steady progress 
albeit in different directions and pace.  

The water level is effectively controlled 
in winter by the “Grebe Lake” adjacent 
to Maxey Cut at Woodgate Lane, and 
is higher than planned. The result is a 
very rich verdancy - hopefully 
encouraging lots of insects, and all 
species upwards in the food chain, 
plus unfortunately another invasion of 
Crassula. Maybe the long term 
outcome will be a raised bog - itself a 
rare and desirable outcome locally! 

The grazed meadow area is an 
exemplar of land moving away from 
20th century arable farming - but due 
to drainage not able to return to the 
damp river valley common land 
meadows it once was.  

The underlying seed bank survives 
and each year more species show 
themselves. The enthusiastic plant 

Murmuration over Etton Maxey Reserve
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surveyors, led by Jean Stowe, have 
now identified 153 different plants on 
the whole site across all seasons 
over three years, with an increase 
from 61 in 2019 to 73 in 2020 in the 
meadow area alone. Part of this long 
term movement is gradually to 
reduce enrichment by taking away 
the vegetation arising after a cut - for 
the first time we were able to use a 
“cut and collect” flail mower. The 

grass still has to go somewhere so is 
put into “habitat piles”to encourage 
species such as grass snakes and 
small mammals.  

The hedgerow is an important asset - 
for small birds and eventually 
possibly the turtle doves. An electric 
fence has enabled it to recover from 
some grazing depredation by the 
sheep in summer 2019.  

The pattern of wildflower enrichment 
alongside the South Drain is quite 
different at the wetter west end from 
the area towards the bridge and also 
the grazed meadow; all five of the 
native elm saplings have survived 
their first full year in the open (they 
are from seed collected from a tree in 
the Nene Valley), so complementing 
the large wych elm and its offshoots 
across the South Drain. 

Etton High Meadow  
and Barn 

Functionally the grassland area is 
supposed to be summer grazing to 

take any pressure off the reserves. 
This has not been needed for some 
time, so like Vergettes but further 
down the line and with poorer and 
drier soil, there is a return to a richer 
wilder state.  

Small numbers of bee orchids , 
pyramidals and cowslips were 
observed for the first time in the NW 
corner, and the SW paddock was 
not grazed at all. However there is a 
price to pay in thistle removal to 
avoid a longer term problem.  

The number of bee hives has grown 
- aided by the early pollen on the 
allotments and orchard, also 
creating an opportunity to support 
good farming practice in the 
surrounding fields.  

The heritage orchard is in quite a 
hostile open situation, so is making 
only slow progress; in an ironical 
outcome for conservation, voles  
ate out the roots of several of the 
trees, which are now replaced and 
all protected.  

There is a plethora of nest boxes on 
site - which as often as not host mice 
rather than birds, with the cherry tree 
stones and hazelnut husks showing 
the aftermath of their presence.  

A small mammal study turned up two 
pleasing exceptions - a pygmy shrew 
(the smallest UK mammal) and an 
unusual (and now fairly rare) house 
mouse as well as the normal field 
mouse species.  

The pond survived the dry summer, 
has become well-planted and 
consequently is an important haven 
for dragonflies and damselflies and 
the small bird population further up 
the food-chain.  

With the tall hedges, open meadows 
with seasonal lambs, rich small bird 

and small mammal action, plus the 
allotments, rare fruit trees and native 
orchard, Etton High Meadow is a 
modest yet rich island in the now 
arable wasteland of the lower 
Welland Valley, much valued for its 
role as headquarters of the Eastern 
Reserves management group.  

Thanks go to all those who 
contributed in this challenging year 
and also the thanks of the wider 
population who were able to share in 
the consequent natural abundance.  

A R O U N D  T H E  R E S E R V E S

Sandmartin box, Vergette

First Jacob lamb of the year

Dunnock pic by Hannah Bushnell 

Torpel, Jackie Robinson
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Western Reserves 

Obviously the pandemic and national 
lockdown had a major impact on 
what management work we were 
able to do on the reserves. However, 
in the brief interludes when we were 
able to work in socially distanced 
groups of six, the team of volunteers 
did a fantastic job keeping the 
reserves ticking over, the paths clear 
and in most instances and most 
crucially, our key species flourishing. 

Swaddywell 

Given the increase in visitors to the 
reserve during the lockdown, priority 
was given to ensuring safe access to 
the site and as a consequence both 
stiles on the eastern edge of the top 
field were replaced and the majority of 
gates adjusted to facilitate easier 
opening. Also two new benches were 
installed, one at point four on the 
Geology Trail giving excellent 
panoramic views over the main pond 
and the horseshoe ponds and one 
overlooking the cabin pond mainly for 
the benefit of the dragonfly watchers.  

All this work was done by the 
volunteers as was the usual willow 
and bramble control when and  
where possible.  

Unfortunately we were only able to do 
limited reed control in the main pond 
due to a combination of lack of time 
and abnormally high water levels 
which meant we couldn’t use the 

petrol strimmers for this work. It will be 
interesting to see if this has any impact 
on the newt populations in 2021. 

The badger sett on the northern 
edge of the quarry continues to 
flourish with their tracks along the top 
of the quarry clearly visible from the 
main path. Foxes were regularly seen 
and fallow and muntjac deer prints 
were often clearly visible in various 
parts of the site.  

Wood mice, common shrew and field 
voles were all seen under the 
corrugated sheets situated around the 
site and the nest of a harvest mouse 
was found in the autumn.  

Rabbit numbers seem to have 
increased with no instances of 
myxomatosis this year (two infected 
individuals found in 2019) 

The annual newt count resulted in a 
total of twenty Great Crested Newts, 
one of our key species, and two 
smooth newts.  

These numbers were slightly down 
on 2019 partly due to no longer 
having access to the pond on the 
adjacent land which was popular 
with smooth newts and was always 
included in our figures and partly due 
to much higher water levels which 
made surveying more difficult. 

A frog was heard croaking during the 
survey but no spawn was found. 
Grass snake sightings were similar to 
2019 and good numbers of 
common lizard were found in all 
parts of the reserve. 

Grizzled and dingy skipper butterfly 
numbers held up during 2020 with 
regular sightings of both during May 
and June.  

Considerable effort was put in in the 
autumn creating suitable habitat for 
these species so we are hopeful, 

subject to the weather, numbers will 
hold up or even increase in 2021. 
Grizzled skippers feed on wild 
strawberry, agrimony and creeping 
cinquefoil all of which are found on 
the reserve in good quantities whilst 
the Dingy Skipper is more selective 
and feeds predominantly on common 
birds foot trefoil. In all, 26 species of 
butterfly have been recorded at 
Swaddywell including Green 
Hairstreak and Marbled White, both 
of which were seen in 2020. 

Swaddywell is probably the most 
important site in the UK for the 
concolorous moth (unfortunately an 
LBJ of the mothing world). This moth 
is a Biodiversity Action Plan priority 
species and included in the Back 
from the Brink project yet in one night 
in June 141 individuals were trapped, 
counted and released at 
Swaddywell. The previous highest 
recorded number trapped at a single 
site in an evening was 40 at a site in 
Northamptonshire. We don’t manage 
our sites on a species specific basis 
but obviously we must recognise the 
needs of the concolorous in any 
management plan for Swaddywell.  

Two micro moths which were new to 
our vice county (VC 32) were 
recorded at Swaddywell in 2020, 
Depressaria douglasella and 
Merrifieldia baliodactylus.  

The Latin names have been used here 
not to be pretentious but they sound 
far more exciting than their common 
English names, Carrot Flat Body and 
Dingy White Plume! 

A R O U N D  T H E  R E S E R V E S

Common Darter, Swaddywell, Duncan Kirkwood

One of the Swaddywell sheep
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In the autumn a Blue Underwing was 
caught in a light trap near the cabin, 
again a very rare moth and one of our 
largest with a wingspan of up to 48 
mm. However my favourite moth 
taken last year was the Netted Pug, 
with a wingspan of only 14 mm (fairly 
small) but spectacularly marked and 
well worth looking up on Google. It 
feeds on bladder campion of which 
we have a small patch in the north 
west corner of the quarry. 

The botanical highlight of the year 
was the discovery of another colony 
of man orchids, whether this is a 
new colony or has just been 
overlooked is not clear, however they 
are very welcome.  

The area under the silver birches 
proved to be an orchid hotspot with a 
magnificent display of common 
spotted orchids and also a common 
twayblade, not found in that locality 
before. The autumn ladies tresses in 
the top field were there in similar 
numbers to previous years and the 
pyramidal orchids continue to expand 
their range northwards. 

Occasional tree sparrows were still to 
be found early in the year but after the 
pheasant cover in the adjacent fields 
(which included red millet) was cleared 
they left the reserve and weren’t seen 
again despite multiple nest boxes 
being put up for their use.  

In all we had 23 nest boxes on  
site but the uptake was poor with 
about 30 per cent utilisation.  
Green woodpeckers were seen on 
most visits to the reserve and there 
were good populations of reed 
bunting all year round and reed 
warbler in the summer.  

Lesser redpoll were seen in the 
small stand of silver birch and the 

exotic element was provided by a 
pair of Mandarin ducks seen on the 
main pond. 

Torpel 

In the non lockdown periods when 
we were able to work the volunteers 
re-painted the Torpel cabin, the 
south and west facing sides having 
been particularly badly hit by the 
prevailing south and south westerly 
winds and rain. 

Barn owls were regularly seen 
quartering the field although the little 
owl that was a feature of the site 
before its favourite ash tree blew 
down was nowhere to be seen. 
Significant rabbit warrens have 
developed in the SW and SE corners 
and will need to be monitored over 
the course of 2021 to assess what 
damage they might be causing 
particularly to the mound on which the 
fortified manor house once stood. 

Unfortunately there were two 
instances of illegal metal detecting 
during the year. Whilst one was very 
low level and came about through 
ignorance of the status of the field the 
other was far more pre-meditated and 
despite English Heritage and Cambs 
police being involved no action 
appears to have been taken against 
the perpetrators. 

Bainton Heath 

Deer remain a major problem on the 
site with reports of there being up to 
100 on the site in two herds although 
the most I have ever seen in one visit 
is 35 (still far too many!).  

The major issue with the deer is that 
they graze the scrub up to head 
height and destroy the favoured 
nesting habitat for nightingales which, 
together with several other non site 

related factors, meant that no 
nightingales were seen or heard at 
Bainton again in 2020. 

Only one moth trapping session  
was held at Bainton primarily looking 
for concolorous moths, unfortunately 
it was towards the end of their flight 
season and although several were 
caught and released more timely 
trapping needs to be undertaken  
in 2021.  

Given the amount of calamagrostis 
grass at Bainton (the moths food 
plant) the site has the potential to rival 
Swaddywell as its premier location. 

In total 998 invertebrate species had 
been recorded at Bainton by the end 
of 2020, including recent colonisation 
(2020) by the willow emerald 
damselfly, so the target for 2021 must 
be to take the total past the 1000 
mark, an amazing achievement.  

The ten year lease we have for 
Bainton expires in September 2021 
so the big challenge for 2021 will be 
agreeing a lease extension with 
National Grid and their agents. 
Hopefully the extensive recording that 
has been undertaken and the efforts 
of the volunteers over the past ten 
years will stand us in good stead for 
the negotiations. 

A R O U N D  T H E  R E S E R V E S

A Belted Galloway calf born at Etton Maxey
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Species rich verges

It is estimated that more than 97 per 
cent of wildflower-rich grassland has 
been lost from lowland England, and 
the JCC area is no exception. We 
know from John Clare’s poetry that in 
the 18th Century there were extensive 
areas of grassland and heathland 
supporting species that have long 
become locally extinct such as 
Heather and Spider-orchids.  

We are fortunate to still have 
fragments of flower-rich grassland, 
such as Barnack Hills and Holes NNR, 
with its stunning displays of 
Pasqueflower and orchids. New 
grassland has developed on former 
quarries such as Swaddywell NR, 
which supports both common and 
rare wildflowers including the only local 
population of Autumn Lady’s-tresses.  

However, for wildlife to thrive, we need 
to increase the overall amount of 
flower-rich grassland and enable these 
jewels to be interconnected.  

Road verges have an especially 
important role to play in achieving this. 
We are lucky to already have verges 
that are of high interest, particularly 
those next to our ancient woodlands 
that support spring-flowering species 
such as Bluebell, Greater Stitchwort 
and Goldilocks buttercups, and those 
on the limestone which provide a 
colourful spectacle in late summer 
with the purples and gold of Greater 
Knapweed, Common Knapweed, 
Field Scabious and Lady’s Bedstraw. 

The most species-rich verges have 
been designated as County Wildlife 
Sites (CWS) and, following the advice 
of the Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire, 
and Northamptonshire Wildlife Trust 
(BCNWT) Peterborough City Council 
(PCC) have managed these sensitively, 
by mowing once a year in September 
and removing the cuttings. Sadly, 

because of climate change (with 
warmer, wetter winters) and increased 
levels of aerial nitrogen, this 
management has not been able to 
prevent the gradual deterioration of 
the grassland, which is increasingly 
dominated by rank grasses.  

Other rural verges have similarly 
deteriorated, and the current practice of 
mowing them three times a year means 
that many tough flowering plants that 
could provide pollen and nectar for 
insects are cut-off in their prime. 

Since November 2020, the Langdyke 
Trust has been working closely with 
PCC, BCNWT, Lincolnshire Wildlife 
Trust (LWT) and several parishes to 
look at ways of improving road verge 
management for biodiversity.  

While there is a great deal of goodwill, 
there are many complexities in 
achieving change, but a start has 
been made.  

In 2021 trial sections of two CWS 
verges on the limestone in Barnack 
and Bainton have been given an 
additional cut in early April, to reduce 
winter growth; this management will 
hopefully continue in the following two 
years. These trial verges will be 
monitored by local people over the 
next three years, using a 
straightforward method developed by 
English Nature, to see whether this 
management increases the proportion 
of wildflowers; training in both the 
method and wildflower identification 

will be provided beforehand by  
Sarah Lambert. If successful, it is 
hoped this management will be  
rolled out more widely. 

As well as these CWS verge trials, 
many parishes are considering 
whether road verges within the villages 
can be made more wildlife friendly. 
This might involve some relaxation of 
the current close mowing regime, but 
it does not necessarily involve leaving 
the grass to grow long, which can be 
contentious. Plantlife have shown that 
lawns and verges which are mown 
monthly provide a particularly rich 
resource for pollinators, as they tend 
to contain good quantities of common 
low-growing wild plants such as 
Dandelion, Daisy, White Clover, 
Selfheal and Autumn Hawkbit, which 
flower for a long period. Addition of 
locally sourced plug plants of other 
low-growing species such as Red 
Clover, Bird’s-foot-trefoil and Lady’s 
Bedstraw could turn many of our 
village verges into a tapestry of colour 
and give our beleaguered insect fauna 
a big helping hand. 

While there will be short-term gains, 
conservation management is a long-
term process, and it will take time to 
achieve large-scale change. By 2030 
we hope to have a significantly 
increased area of beautiful, flower-rich 
grassland lining our roads – which will 
benefit both our local wildlife and the 
human residents of John Clare Country. 

Sarah Lambert reports on an important project 
centred around improving road side verges . . .

J O H N  C L A R E  C O U N T R Y S I D E  V I S I O N  P R O J E C T

Bainton flower rich verge



That’s what the John Clare 
Countryside is all about, and during 
2020, despite the restrictions of 
lockdown, Langdyke and its partners 
took significant steps to make the 
vision a reality. 

The project was launched at a 
memorable evening at St 
Kyneburgha’s in Castor in September 
2019 with the initial support of Natural 
England, The Wildlife Trusts, Nene 
Park Trust, Peterborough Environment 
City Trust (PECT), Sacrewell Farm and 
some of the local parishes. 

During 2020, that list of partners and 
supporters grew and grew. The 
project was adopted as one of the six 
key landscapes for nature recovery by 
Natural Cambridgeshire, the county 
nature partnership. It now appears on 
a regional map of strategic nature 
projects. And championed by our 
ward councilors Peter Hiller and David 
Over and local resident Cllr Irene 
Walsh, Peterborough City Council at 
Full Council in July unanimously 
agreed to support its vision. Shailesh 
Vara MP has given his active support, 
writing to Ministers to make them 
aware of our ambitions. 

In May 2020 we gathered together 
representatives of the majority of the 
16 parishes in our area and proposed 
that each develop its own 10-year 
nature recovery plan. The response 
was enthusiastic and by the end of 
2020, all but one of the local parishes, 
plus Thornhaugh from across the A1, 
had taken up the challenge.   

Each parish, quite rightly and not 
unexpectedly, took a slightly different 
approach. Barnack and Bainton-and-
Ashton, for example, developed 
detailed plans for the whole parish with 
ambitious objectives. Deeping Gate 
focused on a couple of key projects. 
Castor parish council pulled together a 
long list of ideas and allocated £6,000 
for their delivery. Ufford decided to help 
nature in Southey Wood, as well as 
the village itself.  

Many parishes focused on ideas  
for planting more wildflowers or 
creating new homes for bats, birds 
and bugs. Helpston and Maxey 
identified significant new lines of 
hedging in the wider countryside. 
There was considerable focus too  
on churchyards. 

In the past, many of these ideas 
would have remained confined to 
paper, without the resources to 
make them happen.   

But two things changed in 2020, 
both perhaps driven by our response 
to Covid-19. Firstly, we found money 
to pay for the plans to be delivered!  
Langdyke was fortunate enough as 
a local organisation to receive 
£10,000 from Peterborough City 
Council to support us through the 
pandemic. The Trustees 
unanimously decided to allocate this 
to the delivery of the parish plans, 
part of a Thank You Nature initiative 
to recognise the role that nature and 
the countryside have played in 
helping us through lockdown.  

Our friends at PECT and Natural 
England were able to join us and in 
total we created a fund of £26,000.  
The Earl Fitzwilliam Fund generously 
allocated £5,000 to help with projects 
at schools in Helpston and 
Northborough and for work in the 
parishes of Sutton, Ailsworth and 
Castor. 

Perhaps more importantly, the parish 
plan initiative enthused local people 
and instead of being the hobby of a 
few wildlife enthusiasts, became 
something that many local residents 
wanted to get involved in.   

Parish plan teams sprang up across 
the villages, meeting up by Zoom 
and developing ideas and eagerly 
waiting for the end of restrictions so 
that they could get out and plant 
trees, hedges and bulbs; put up nest 
boxes and start surveys of 
churchyards and cemeteries.  

Regrettably, Covid-19 and 
lockdowns two and three meant that 
very limited delivery was possible in 
2020. But with plans and money in 
place, 2021 will be a busy one for 
local nature recovery.  

A full list of the projects and an update 
from each parish can be found at 
https://langdyke.org.uk/nature-
plans-update-april-2021/ 

We were also able to develop a 
pipeline of larger habitat creation 
projects too. Langdyke Trustee David 
Alvey built a strong relationship with 
the very supportive Burghley Estate 
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Restoring John Clare’s Countryside

J O H N  C L A R E  C O U N T R Y S I D E  V I S I O N

Langdyke chair Richard Astle is spearheading a nature recovery project involving a 
number of partners. Here he sets out the incredible progress made so far . . .

Imagine a countryside brimming with wildlife, alongside successful, 
sustainable farming – large flocks of common birds in the woods and 
fields; hundreds of butterflies fluttering through newly created wildflower 
meadows and a landscape dotted with hedges, trees and ponds.‘‘

‘‘
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J O H N  C L A R E  C O U N T R Y S I D E  V I S I O N  

and identified two key projects to 
work on in partnership – creating a 
new pond near Barnack and helping 
maintain a beautiful stretch of 
woodland walks along the River 
Welland. The Internal Drainage Board 
offered to support us to create more 
wildflower rich banks along the South 
Drain. And we became members of 
the wonderful Welland Rivers Trust, 
dedicated to the conservation, 
restoration and education projects 
along the river catchment. David again 
is working closely with the Trust to 
identify key projects in the northern 
part of John Clare Countryside. 

Langdyke also started to talk to local 
landowners and tenant farmers too 
and during the last months of 2020 
we drew up nature recovery plans for 

two large blocks of land between 
Glinton and Helpston. As these come 
to fruition over the next ten years, we 
hope to see a network of ponds, 
hedgerows, and wildflower strips 
linking these villages and Etton. 

The flower rich road verges that link 
our villages are one of the most 
significant and visually attractive parts 
of our natural world.   

Langdyke Board member, Sarah 
Lambert helped to set up a new 
working group to consider how we 
can help these verges to thrive and 
expand through a sympathetic cutting 
regime. With considerable support 
and goodwill from Peterborough City 
Council this group will run a series of 
pilot projects during 2021. 

As one of the people involved in writing 
the original vision set out at the top of 
this article, I have to admit that at times 
in the past it has felt a very distant 
prospect – perhaps a vain ambition to 
inspire us from time to time?  

2020 has changed that.  We know 
now that local people share that vision 
and want to make it happen. And we 
have found many willing partners to 
help us. 2021 will see the start of work 
to deliver a major nature recovery 
programme.  

It will take many years to achieve fully, 
but it will transform our landscape and 
the fortunes of the natural world – for 
the benefit of local people, visitors and 
of course for wildlife.

Heath Road, Helpston, Sarah Lambert
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Changes ahead in the way  
we get funding

M O N E Y  M AT T E R S

Treasurer Brian Lawrence reports on the Trust’s finances

fee cash increased

6%
Membership
by

2020 was an extremely difficult year 
for most charities, due to Covid.  

Fund raising events were cancelled 
and membership numbers dropped. 
Although Langdyke Countryside 
Trust did lose some income through 
the cancellation of events during the 
year, the major effect of the 
pandemic and the associated 
restrictions was that we were unable 
to do as much habitat work on our 
reserves as we had planned.  

The continuation of restrictions and 
the need for social distancing since 
Spring 2020 and into this year, has 
meant that we have not managed to 
catch up with the work deferred 
from 2020. 

Income 

During 2020 regular income to the 
trust fell by £4,270 (14 per cent) 
compared with the 2019 figure. The 
main reason for the reduction in 
income was that the Government’s 
Rural Payments Agency did not pay 
the 2020 Higher Level Stewardship 
until 2021, whereas in 2019 all 
schemes had been fully paid by 
December 2019.  

This large reduction in income was 
off-set by an increase in 
subscriptions of almost £1,000, 
owing to an increase in membership 
of the trust. Hopefully we will 
continue to see an increase in 
membership in future years. In 2019 
membership subscriptions were 13 
per cent of the regular income of the 
trust whereas in 2020 this proportion 
had increased to 19 per cent. 

The trust also received a grant of 
£10,000 from the Government via 
Peterborough City Council. This 
grant, part of the Government’s 
support for the impact of the 
pandemic and much of it is being 
used in 2021 to support the Nature 
Recovery Plans of the Parish 
Councils in the John Clare 
Countryside area.  

The breakdown of the main sources  
of income is shown below: 

Langdyke Income in 2020

Other 
£81

Membership 
£5,015

Rural subsidy 
£11,161

Grants and 
donations 
£10,145
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M O N E Y  M AT T E R S

Spending 

The trust needs to raise income in 
order to continue its work to 
conserve, protect and enhance the 
biodiversity and landscape in the rural 
areas of Peterborough for the benefit 
of local people and visitors. This is 
achieved both by managing our own 
nature reserves, and increasingly by 
supporting community projects with 
other bodies and charities. These 
partnerships are becoming more 
important in the management of the 
environment and the trust will be 
working with the John Clare 
Countryside to achieve some of its 
goals and objectives. 

 In summary, almost every type of 
spend was less in 2020 than in 2019.  

Expenditure for 2020 is shown right,  
analysed over the main types of expenses.

Langdyke Expenses in 2020

Work on 
reserves 
£6,391

Running 
expenses 
£5,520

Equipment 
purchase and 
maintenance 

£4,935

Animal husbandry 
£1,560

Members and voilunteers 
£1,427

Community projects 
£646

Because income exceeded 
spending in 2020, the surplus for the 
year, was almost £6,000, resulting in 
a cash balance carried forward to 
2021 of over £45,000, more than 
twice the annual expenditure.  

With such large cash balances, the 
Main Board has a number of 
ambitious plans for 2021. We will be 
working with the local Parish 
Councils in the John Clare 
Countryside area helping them 
design and fund their Nature 
Recovery Plans.  

We will also be creating another 
scrape and putting in sluices at Etton 
Maxey Reserve, and working to 

improve the conditions of and 
habitats for nature on all the 
Langdyke reserves.  

Our strategy for the next five years is 
ambitious. It will require the Board to 
look at ways of increasing the 
membership of the trust and looking 
for ways of raising additional income.  

However, we need to recognise that 
the trust is still heavily dependent on 
Government Subsidy, particularly 
Countryside Stewardship payments.  

In a normal year these government 
subsidies make up over three-
quarter of the trust’s income. It is 
very uncertain how the new 
Environmental Land Management 

Scheme (ELMS) will operate and 
how much income environmental 
charities are likely to receive  
from ELMS.  

The trust will need to look for 
different sources of income. In order 
to do this the board has appointed a 
member of the trust to look for 
additional grant funding. 

A full set of the examined Annual 
Accounts are shown on the 
Langdyke Countryside Trust website 
at www.langdyke.org.uk or if you 
would like a set of the full accounts, 
please contact me on 07798 
683503 or email me at 
treasurer@langdyke.org.uk. 

2021 Onwards
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Art - Nature & Connecting

L A N G D Y K E  M AT T E R S

Almost since the very start of 
Langdyke, artists have been 
involved in the Trust’s work. Like so 
much else though, in 2020 plans for 
an art exhibition and creative 
workshops were put on hold and 
my main focus as Langdyke’s Artist 
in Residence became inventing 
creative ways for people to connect 
with nature and each other online.  

“Three Good Things Thursdays” was 
one such initiative, with members of 
Langdyke’s Facebook Group sharing 
photographs and memories of good 
things they’d seen in nature that 
week - what a delight!   

Huge thank you to everyone that 
joined in - the beauty, biodiversity, 
information and joy we shared really 
did help. We had everything from 
videos of the splendid starling 
murmurations, sightings of otters, 
interesting fungi and the joy of 
digging a new wildlife pond!   

In the lead up to Christmas, we also 
ran our first ever Langdyke virtual 
Advent Calendar, created by David 
Rowell and Michael Jarman 
featuring beautiful images taken by 
our members.  

 

Early in 2021, we announced 
Langdyke will be holding a 
Community Art and Craft Exhibition 
- it’s a beautiful idea suggested and 
led by Judith Good, and it’s another 
first for Langdyke. 

The theme is Thank You Nature, and 
it’s our way of acknowledging how 
important nature is to us, and our 
gratitude for all it has given us during 
the pandemic. Everyone is invited to 
create something for the exhibition 
(more details are coming soon).  

We’re also asking Langdyke 
members and visitors to make a 
paper / card starling to create our 
very own murmuration for the 

exhibition - since so many 
people mentioned 
watching the starlings 
dance over Etton Maxey 
as one of their “Good 
Things”.  

It’s very exciting that Sarah 
Lambert has now joined 
me as a Langdyke Artist in 
Residence - a huge 

welcome to Sarah who is a 
nationally respected ecologist, 
botanist and photographer. 

Now that we’re able to get out and 
about more easily we'll be working 
on-site and have plans to create a 
mini art-trail for Langdyke’s 2021 
open day. We’re calling our 
residency “Nature : Connect” and 
we’ll be blogging about our creative 
adventures and workshop 
opportunities on Facebook and  
the website. 

We hope you’ll get involved in the 
Thank You Nature exhibition and 
keep an eye out for news about 
Nature : Connect!

Kathryn Parsons, Langdyke’s Artist in Residence has had another busy year  
- mainly online - as she reports here . . .

ecologist, 
botanist and 
photographer

nationally
respected



Langdyke membership increased  
by around 30 per cent during the 
year - largely due to the hard work  
of membership secretary  
Peter Leverington. 

Peter reports that a big advantage 
has been members renewing  their 
membership for 2021 using electronic 
methods as opposed to cheques 
which saves a great deal of work.  

 

 

 

 

 

He reminds members who renew by 
standing order that this should now 
only be done using Langdyke’s 
account with the Metro bank using 
the details on our website..  

Membership last year stood at 143. 
Even though outside events were 
severely curtailed as a result of the 
Coronvirus it has now grown to 191 
family and single member units. An 
increase of about 30 per cent on the 
previous year. 

If you know of anyone who would 
like to join us the information can be 
obtained on the Langdyke website 
Langdyke.org.uk
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L A N G D Y K E  M AT T E R S

Events

30%
increase

Claire Noble and Hannah Bushnell took over  
Langdyke’s events planning during the year – and, as 
they report here, they have made a great start.

At the beginning of 2021 we 
brought back our Lockdown Chats, 
on Tuesdays and Saturdays through 
January and February. The first was 
“The Big Garden Bird watch” with 
Richard Astle helping to identify 
common garden birds and our first 
quiz of the year. Over the weeks, we 
learned about animal tracks, 
wildfowl and early wildflowers. 

Our first event of the year and a 
walk down memory lane “In 
conversation with” Richard Astle 
and Rick Keymer. In February we 
welcomed Geoffrey Dannell with his 
knowledge of Edmund Artis and his 
friendship with John Clare. We held 
our first lunchtime talk with Carly 
Leonard from PECT in March and 
Enrique Moranmontero joined us to 
share his story and tell us about 
Tarmac’s plans for Etton Maxey pits.   

With Spring upon us we welcomed 
Sarah Lambert who shared her 
photography and work as an 
ecologist. Jeremy Mynott joined  
us in April to talk about his book 
“The Consolation of Nature, 
Springtime in the time of 
coronavirus” and he challenged us 
all to think a little deeper.  

A big thank you to Richard Astle, 
Kathryn Parsons, David Rowell, 
Claire Noble and Martin Stalley, for 
hosting the events. 

We issued our first challenge of the 
year “The Easter Owl Pellet 
Challenge” with Langdyke families 
taking part and posting their 
amazing finds on the facebook 
page. Our latest challenge is “Who 
can Grow the Biggest Tallest 
Sunflower” and for May half term we 

will be “Moth Trapping in May” with 
an opportunity to book the 
Langdyke moth trap for 2 days over 
the half term week.  

Our first outdoor events of the year 
took place in May, “Nightingale and 
Nature Walks” at Castor Hanglands 
and Etton Maxey pits. We also have 
plans for a very special online panel 
discussion with Langdyke’s patron, 
Adam Frost who will be joined by 
Geraint Richards, Head Forester for 
the Duchy of Cornwall and Tony 
Kirkham, Head of Arboretum, 
Gardens and Horticultural Services, 
Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew.   

With the reintroduction of outdoor 
events, we are launching our new 
booking process through Eventbrite 
allowing us to manage numbers, 
keep people safe and give priority 
booking and free entry to Langdyke 
members. 

A busy and successful start to the 
year and there is more to come. At 
the time of writing, we are planning 
for a joint Langdyke and Wildlife 
Trust family picnic at Etton Maxey 
Pits and we are developing plans for 
two outdoor family sessions over 
the summer holidays at Swaddywell. 

We continue to work hard to bring 
you an interesting and varied events 
program providing opportunities for 
families and exclusive member 
benefits. We would welcome any 
suggestions or offers of help so, if 
you are interested and would like 
offer your support, please send an 
e-mail to; editor@landgyke.org.uk 
with your details.

Membership
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History and 
Archaeology

L A N G D Y K E  S T O R I E S

HAGS has little to report for the 
past year, having been in enforced 
hibernation, writes Mike Clatworthy. 

We have all had a similar 
experience, this past year has been 
one of good intentions but little 
actual progress. The lockdowns 
have played havoc with our 
intended programme as much of 
what we do when excavating 
necessarily involves close proximity 
work. Thus the ongoing exploration 
of the Downhall site has been put 
on hold until next winter. Wall re-
instatement at Torpel has suffered 
the same fate as although work is 
outdoors, it is a team activity and 
fairly close proximity is required. 

We had hoped to fieldwalk in the 
autumn and spring but hopes were 
dashed again. However, in the 
vacuum created there has been an 
opportunity for some reflection and 
consolidation. We have 
accumulated a substantial volume 
of finds from our activities and, 
whilst we have stored them as best 
we could, it was clear that the time 
afforded a great chance to 
consolidate, catalogue and reduce 
the bulk of the collection. This has 
been largely completed and will be 
returned to Torpel, providing easier 
access to important finds for display 
or research. 

We have continued to make 
progress on our next publication, the 
result of our programme of test pits 
across Helpston. Meanwhile, we 
have offered an identification of finds 
service to all across Langdyke and 
those associated with the JCC village 
nature recovery schemes. This may 
inform our plans for later this year as 
so much is in a state of flux.

L A N G D Y K E  M E R C H A N D I S E

The Trust has 
teamed up with 
Howsafe - the 
Peterborough 

workwear store - to have the logo 
embroidered on to a range of clothing 
so that volunteers and members can 
show off the Langdyke brand. 

All you have to do is browse the 
Howsafe catalogue, choose a garment 
and ask them to add the logo. 

As you can see from these images the 
logo works well in either black or 
white, so you can chose which would 
work the best on whichever choice of 
colour clothing you order. 

Trustee and board member, Mike 
Horne, pictured, who has organised 
the deal with Howsafe explained:  
"I bought a formal white shirt with 
black embroidery for presentations, 
and a green polo shirt with white 
embroidery for work parties. 

"I also ordered a black (waterproof) 
soft shell jacket with the new logo 
screen printed on the front and back, 
which I can wear for either 
presentations or work parties. 

The logo comes either screen printed 
or embroidered. To choose clothing 
from the Howsafe range you can go 
online at https://www.howsafe.co.uk 

The price for the embroidered logo is 
£4.95 per application excluding VAT, 
and the price for the screen printed 
logo is £2.95 per application 
excluding VAT. 

To order just look through  the 
catalogue, choose which garments 
you’d like and order, either on line, in 
person at the store or over the 
phone, and add which colour 
embroidery – or the screen printed 
logo, that you’d like, and where to 
position it on the garment. 

The ‘lead time’ is around two weeks, 
and you  can either call into the store 
to collect or pay to have the 
garment(s) delivered to your door. 

Howsafe is at 18-20 Challenger Way, 
Edgerley Business Park, 
Peterborough, PE1 5EX

Wear our new logo with pride
The Langdyke Countryside Trust has a new logo - and 
you can now wear it with pride on a range of clothing.
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Wellbeing

L A N G D Y K E  S T O R I E S

This period has also seen a massive 
increase in others seeking the 
restorative powers that our local rural 
landscape offers. The trust’s agenda 
to work on this topic, with local 
mental health charities and the NHS, 
has become even more important.  

Whilst during the lockdowns 
organised activities have been 
restricted to online. This has not 
stopped us and our partners making 
significant progress on projects that 
will deliver benefits for everyone.  

Delivering these is particularly 
important as the residual effects of 
the pandemic on our own and 
others mental wellbeing will continue 
to be felt for many years to come 
and an already over stretched mental 
health service will be under even 
greater pressure. 

With the Stamford based charity 
MindSpace 
(www.mindspacestamford.com) 
we have been assisting with the 
development of their new outdoor 
facility on the edge of Stamford. The 

large garden located on an allotment 
site off Uffington Road has been 
designed with two major sections.  

The first an active garden will provide 
growing spaces for fruit, vegetables 
and flowers along with an arena area 

for meetings and activities 
complimenting their indoor space on 
Broad Street. The larger section will 
be a calm garden, incorporating 
some established fruit trees and 
meandering paths through a more 
natural planting area maintained for 
the benefit of wildlife as well as the 
members visiting the garden.  

Specifically this year 40 metres of 

native hedging has been planted 
along one boundary to provide 
security and shelter to both wildlife 
and the garden. The introduction, in 
a more familiar and safe setting, to 
nature will hopefully encourage and 
provide members with the 
confidence to explore the wider local 
countryside, initially on facilitated 
guided walks. 

With CPSLMind 
(www.cpslmind.org.uk) we have 
linked into Peterborough’s NHS 
mental health exemplar through the 
How are You Peterborough? initiative 
(www.haypeterborough.co.uk). 
They are also offering training to 
equip volunteers and community 
workers with the knowledge and 
skills to enable them to support 
others in the community to look after 
their mental health and know how to 
access further help when needed. It 
is important as we meet up on line 
and face to face that we are open 
and honest about our own mental 
wellbeing and know how to look 
after it and that we have volunteers 
across the trust who are able to 
support others. 

By offering these partners informed 
access to nature, which significantly 
supports the Five Ways to Well 
Being, (www.langdyke.org.uk/ 
welcome-to-langdyke-
countyside-trust/about-langdyke
/wellbeing) they, their members and 
ourselves will all benefit.   

Please feel free to contact 
david.alvey@langdyke.org.uk if 
you would like more information or to 
contribute in anyway to this 
important aspect of the trust’s work.

During the past year the benefit our countryside and the wildlife that 
inhabits it has had on our own mental wellbeing has been more evident 
than ever before, writes trustee David Alvey.

about our 
own wellbeing

...open
and honest

Wellbeing Mindspace vision



Water voles make a comeback
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C O N S E R V AT I O N  P R O J E C T

Steve and Liz Lonsdale report on efforts to encourage water vole at 
the Etton Maxey reserve

In 2017 Mick Thompson mentioned 
that he thought he had heard the 
distinctive ‘plop’ of a Water Vole 
(Arvicola amphibius) at the Etton-
Maxey reserve. Around that time he 
and Keren also recorded a young 
water vole in their garden on the 
north-east side of Maxey. 

A survey at Etton-Maxey in 2017 
confirmed their presence in at least 
one of the ditches, and over the 
next couple of years further signs 
were found. In 2020 Liz and I carried 
out a full survey across the whole of 
the Etton-Maxey reserve. Our 
method was to place wooden 
blocks at various sites within the 
reserve and check them after a day 
or two. The voles are inquisitive, and 
climb on the blocks to investigate 
them (we sometimes added a slice 
of apple to encourage them). The 
voles leave their distinctive 
droppings (approx. 1cm long, and 
greenish in colour when fresh) on 
the blocks, usually within 24 hours 
of the block being sited. 

We confirmed the presence of water 
voles in all the water courses on the 

reserve except those with a stony 
bank (the voles need earth banks in 
which to burrow).  

Water voles are our largest vole, 
weighing around 300g, usually brown, 
but sometimes dark, almost black, 
individuals are seen. Their tails are just 
over half of their head and body 
length, and are furry. They can be 
confused with Brown Rats, but the 
latter have a more pointed face and a 
scaly tail, and do not leave the 
distinctive greenish droppings. 

Water voles are generally only found 
in wetland habitat, and prefer slow-
moving or standing water, with 
bankside cover. They can be seen 
during daytime, but are generally 
active at dawn or dusk. They suffered 
a large decline during the latter part 
of the last century, mainly due to 
being predated upon by Mink, which 
are small enough to enter the water 
vole burrows.  

Fortunately there are few records of 
mink in the area. While water voles 
are common in East Anglia, some 
local areas have no recent records. It 
is thought that the expansion of the 

Otter back in to most of England has 
resulted in a reduction in mink 
numbers, which in turn is leading to 
an increase in water vole numbers. 
There have also been some water 
vole reintroductions in some parts of 
the UK. 

There are signs of water vole activity in 
the ditches around Maxey, and John 
Parsonage has confirmed their 
presence in a number of ditches 
across to Deeping and Northborough. 
We also had an interesting record 
from Bainton last year, where they 
have not previously been recorded 
since 1992. 

Given their presence across this area, 
it is realistic to hope that they may be 
present in, or will spread across, 
much of the suitable wetland habitat 
area of the JCC area.

Water vole swimming

Water vole
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 W I L D L I F E  G A R D E N I N G  P R O J E C T

Creating Langdyke’s eighth reserve 

A unique project saw a working group trying to encourage people to give over bits of 
their garden to wildlife. Project leader Edward Smith reports . . .

You may be surprised to learn that if 
you added all the gardens in the 
country together, they would cover an 
area over four and a half times the size 
of all the nature reserves combined.  

Therefore, in the fight to protect and 
revive our wildlife, gardens are a 
resource that cannot be ignored. 
This is why the trust launched the 
Eighth reserve wildlife gardening 
project in March.  

The idea was to get people to turn all 
- or some - of their garden over to 
wildlife and pledge the space to 
Langdyke so it could create a virtual 
eighth nature reserve. 

The aim is to bring people together 
across the local community to 
promote wildlife friendly gardening, 
to give nature a chance to recover 
and to make it easy for everyone to 
get involved.  

To take part all people had to do is 
pledge to manage some or all of their 
garden for the benefit of nature. We 
have been making videos to support 
the project which can be found on 
our YouTube channel, please watch 
them and share with your friends.  

Although the 8th reserve doesn’t 
officially have a maximum size, we 
have set milestones to work towards. 
After only four days of going live more 
than 8,000 square metres had already 
been pledged and we achieved our 
first target of an area the size of the 
Peterborough United football ground!  

The next milestone is a huge 54,000 
square metres, the size of 
Queensgate shopping centre. This is 
a much tougher prospect, yet we are 
more than 25 per cent of the way 

towards achieving the milestone with 
over 16000 square metres. 

I only started gardening for wildlife in 
earnest last year, and I have loved 
seeing wildlife move into the homes I 
created. Finding newts and a frog in 
my pond recently, pretty much blew 
my mind, not to mention wondering 
how the pond snails turned up? 
Seeing the impact at home is a great 
way to engage new people.  

Given the massive knowledge base 
within the Langdyke membership I 
know many of you will know the 
answer to the great snail conundrum. 
I am also certain lots of you have 
been gardening for wildlife for years 
but let me finish with two pleas.  

Firstly, do not fall into the trap of not 
pledging some of your garden 
because you “are doing it already”. 
By pledging you are simply making 
that support for wildlife more visible 
and that will help encourage others.  

Secondly, please do go out there 
and promote the scheme to 
neighbours and friends. If everyone 
got just two more people to join the 

project, the results would be 
astounding! For more info and to 
pledge check out the Langdyke 
website and remember this is open 
to anyone not just members. 

Wool Carder Bee, Sarah Lambert

Primsrose, Sarah Lambert
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